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 The Working Sam’s   Club currently has a membership of 19 rigs.  During the winter 
months many of our group become “snowbirds” and leave for various locations of milder 
weather.  In April we are all glad to get back together and begin planning our summer’s 
camping schedule. 
 
Our season began with the April campout at the Mill Creek Campgrounds in Paxico.   
The activities enjoyed were the Tulip Festival in Wamego, visiting a nearby buffalo farm 
as well as browsing the antique shops in Paxico.  There was also a delicious potluck 
supper on Saturday night.  Although the weather was a bit rainy as it often is in April, all 
had a good time.  The May campout was scheduled to be at the Anthony City Lake and 
we were going to take in the local Balloon Festival. However, due to scheduling conflicts 
in May, i.e. Mother’s Day and several graduations, it was decided to cancel this 
campout.  Some of our members put together an impromptu campout at Clinton Lake. 
 
In June we gathered at the Canning Creek Group Campground at Council Grove 
Reservoir.  This was during the Washunga Days festival which is always a fun time.  We 
also ate at the Hays House on Friday night and had a Pot Luck dinner on Saturday.  We 
all enjoyed gathering and visiting under the nice shelter available in the group camping 
area. 
 
The campout in July was held at Arrowhead Point in Osceola, MO.  It was very hot that 
weekend so we took advantage of the air conditioned Texas room with a kitchen to cook 
our meals.  Some went to the Lucas Oil Speedway for dirt track races, ate out at Smith’s 
Café, and of course we visited the Osceola Cheese Factory. 
 
Eleven rigs traveled to the Amana Colonies in Iowa for the August campout.  Among the 
activities available were a tour of the Amana Colonies, a live theater performance, 
eating out and a pot luck dinner at the campground. 
 
We traveled north to the Apple Jack Festival in Nebraska City for the September 
campout.  This is a town of many beautiful trees especially apple trees!  We all partook 
in fresh apple cider, apple dumplings, apple pie, apple jelly and even apple wine!  Some 
attended a rodeo held right at our campground until a rainstorm unfortunately ended the 
fun! 
 
For the last campout of the season we found ourselves at Crowder State Park near 
Jamesport, MO.  Eight rigs attended this campout and all enjoyed the tour of the Amish 
community, eating at the Amish restaurant and a chili feed at the campground. 

Our Thanksgiving dinner was held at Perkin’s Restaurant.  This was the first  
year that we did not home cook the traditional fare.  Many enjoyed not having to cook, 
but others missed the delicious home cooked turkey with all of the trimmings.  It remains 



to be seen which way we will go for next year’s Thanksgiving dinner.  However, 
regardless of the food, we all gathered to have good fellowship and be thankful to God 
for all of our many blessings. 
 
The Christmas season is upon us!  Our club will celebrate our Savior’s birth with a 
dinner and ornament exchange at a nearby restaurant.  In addition, it has been our 
tradition to give back just a small portion of our bounty with a monetary gift to the 
Topeka Rescue  
Mission.  Also this year, members of our club will help at the Rescue Mission by serving 
a meal during the Christmas season. 
 
Wherever we travel and whatever we find ourselves doing, the best part and most fun is 
always just gathering together to visit, laugh, eat, and eat some more!  Camping is one 
of the best ways to make long lasting friendships.  We are looking forward to any great 
season of camping! 
 


