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JANUARY — Our new year started at Van’s Steak House in Baxter Springs.  It had 
been a while since we had been there.  The weather was really good for January made 
it nice for travelling.  We had seven couples there and enjoyed a tasty meal and visited 
with everyone to catch up on their Christmas good times.  We discussed and voted to 
donate $100 to the Shriner’s Transportation Dads as a memorial to Gary Johnson who 
passed away in December.  We collected monies for members birthdays/anniversaries.  
We always try to start planning our camping trips for the year early as usually some are 
always rescheduled. 
 
February — Took us to Chinese Chef in Parsons, Kansas.   We had six couples there 
for some great Chinese food.  However, our back-meeting room was colder than it was 
outside, so we had to ask for some assistance for some heat!  Four of us, Jackie, 
Sharon, Jan and Mark took a trip one day and visited Toronto State Lake to check it out 
as some of us had never been there.  We were really impressed and decided to make it 
one of our camping destinations. 
 
MARCH — Well the March campout was cancelled due to weather, but we did go 
ahead and have a great meal at Poor Boy’s Restaurant in Thayer, Kansas.  We did 
have three guests at that very short meeting and dinner.  But we are like the scouts, 
always ready to change and be prepared. 
 
APRIL — There were nine campers at Elmore Park in Chetopa, Kansas.  This is one of 
our favorite places to camp because of it being quiet, a new bathroom/shower facility 
and patrolled by police.  We collected for birthdays and anniversaries.  We really have 
some good cooks and always seem to come up with something different to try each 
month.  We played some cards and visited.  We also had a campfire going so we could 
have some Smores.  They are really good, but messy!  Jan reminded everyone to 
continue to save the Best Choice labels. 
 
MAY – The May campout was held at Altamont Lake.  There were seven units in 
attendance.  Jan Gibson was unable to attend due to having back surgery.  It sure was 
a wet weekend, therefore some activities changed.  Some of the group went into 
Altamont and did some shopping at an antique shop.  It was reported that they have 
some pretty good things in there.  SO due to the weather being so wet everyone 
decided to go to the Chinese Chef in Parsons for supper. 
 
It was decided to move the June campout to the weekend of June 28 – 30 due to the 
Kansas State Staff and Presidents meeting in Hutchinson the weekend of our regular 
campout.  Jackie Ward and Jan Gibson will be attending the Presidents meeting for the 
Meadowlark Chapter.   
 
So that about covers the first part of the year for us.  Hopefully all the rain has passed, 
and we can have some sunshine at our next campouts.  Travel safe and have a great 
summer.  Be kind to each other. 


