
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EACH OF MY GREAT GOOD   
SAM MEMBERS 

Good Day, well I thought I would give you one more piece of info before my 
last day as your state director.  As we close this year let us give thanks for 
belonging to such a great organization and the members who make it such 
a great place to enjoy each other in today’s world. 

 A couple of things to bring up:  #1 we still need help for the RV show in 
Wichita January 23-26.  I have attached the present schedule for you to 
look at, please check and see if some of these times can work for you.  
Remember, this is a great way to connect with people and also some of the 
vendors do support our activities with donations for our Rally.  PLEASE 
LET ME OR BILL KNOW WHEN YOU CAN HELP. 

 Also I must warn you that there have been some folks receiving an email 
from either Bill or myself about buying gift cards. WE WILL NEVER ASK 
ANYONE TO GET GIFT CARDS.  Delete these as we believe they are 
scamming you.  If you check the email from which they come you will find 
that they are not from our email addresses. 

 Looking forward to a great NEW YEAR 

Make Your Journey Count 

Dean & Karen 

 



 

KANSAS GOOD SAM NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2019 

This is a bittersweet moment.  This will be my last newsletter to you all 

as my term as your State Director ends.  We have enjoyed the ride and 

we have a deep respect for all good sammers for all they do.  You have 

continued to provide a place where you can gather with old and new 

friends.  In doing this you have found that you can have fun, enjoy new 

experiences, join in games, travel to new places, and still continue the 

Good Sam ideals helping out others in need.  As we approach 

Christmas, these ideals are more at our forefront.  Most all chapters do 

some charity this time of the year and that means a lot to those who 

receive these gifts.  This is why we belong to such an organization that 

has deep roots to the Good Samaritan basis of our beginning. 

We want to THANK all of you for your support these last four years.  It 

takes all of you to make this work and continue forward.  Those that 

attend your chapter meetings, thank you; those who attend your Area 

Campouts, thank you; those who attend the State Rally, thank you; 

those who have helped out at our Rally, thank you; and those who have 

come before us, Thank You.  In the year of 2022, we will have four 

Chapters who will celebrate 50 years as a chapter in Kansas Good Sams. 

It would be great if we could continue to keep active and continue to 

secure new members. 

Looking ahead, the Greater Kansas RV Show will be held January 23-26, 

Century II Expo Center in Wichita.  Attached to this is a schedule with 

some blanks filled in, we still need more help.  If you would please let 

us know we will sign you up. 

 

 



 

Your Newspaper articles are due, if you are going to submit any news 

please do so very soon and submit to David Marlowe.  We will have a 

surprise this time in the paper.  Also if you have some pictures to 

submit, he would like to see them. 

I wish to extend with gratitude that Bill Tucker, our new State Director, 

for his willingness to move our great group forward.  Please help Bill 

anyway you can.  He will be calling looking for help in many ways.  He is 

still working to fill in some spots for the staff to help with the Rally.  As 

usual it takes people to achieve good Rally results.  Don’t be shy, these 

jobs are not hard. 

THANK YOU ALL for allowing Karen and I to be your State Directors and 

for all of your support.  It won’t be a time we will soon forget.  Yes, we 

did travel to all the other South Region Rallys, met a lot of new people 

and although it did conflict with other activities at home we adjusted 

and moved forward.  Loved it all. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EACH AND ALL. 

Enjoy Time With Family and Friends. 

MAKE YOUR JOURNEY COUNT 

Dean & Karen 

 

 

 



 

KANSAS GOOD SAM NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2019 

 

Where did last month go?   It seemed to pass all too quickly.  November 

is here and there are so many activities to choose from and our 

schedules get cluttered with what to do next.  By now many of your 

chapters have completed your schedules for the next year.  Some of the 

area and State gatherings have set their dates for their events.  Let us 

hope that you can attend as many as you can, as these schedules are 

early enough so you can avoid some conflicts.  Put them on your 

calendar so you don’t forget what is coming up. 

November is the time for us to give THANKS for our many blessings i.e. 

family, friends, ability to go camping, freedom to meet as groups, pray 

together and so much more.  Pray for the Kansas Good Sam Club as we 

enter into the years to come. 

Now is the time to prepare your submissions for the Kansas Good Sam 

News.  David Marlowe, Editor, is expecting your Chapter news, pictures 

and any information you wish to share with your Kansas Good Sam 

friends.  This paper will be mailed out in January.  I know that several of 

you at the Rally supplied us with your winter address.  If you weren’t 

there to give us your address or forgot, let Pat Nippert know so we can 

get your paper to you.  This paper will not be forwarded by the post 

office as it is sent by bulk mail not first class. 

Coming up in January, we again will help with the Greater Kansas RV 

Show.  We are now asking for help with this event.  The dates are 

January 23-26.  Hours are 10:00 AM to 8:00 PM daily except Sunday 12:00 

PM to 5:00 PM.  If you can help let me know even if it is for a half day.  

This event helps us by meeting possible members and we also get 

donations from the exhibitors for our Rally. We need to keep our name 

out there so people can relate to Good Sam Club (not Sam’s club). 

 

 



As we start to close in on the end of 2019, we should start thinking of all 

our blessings.  This Kansas Good Sam Club is one of our blessings.  Just 

think of your camping friends, the trips we have made, and all the great 

times together.  But we need to continue to invite more new friends to 

join us and enjoy these good times.   

In closing for this November, let us all give thanks for these past years, 

continue to gather with friends and family, and enjoy life.  If you are 

traveling to your Thanksgiving time please drive safely. 

   

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

 

Make Your Journey Count, 

Dean & Karen  

 

 

 

 

 



KANSAS GOOD SAM NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2019 

What a last month and a half this has been for us.  Starting August 29 we 

were at the State Fair till September 16; then home for two days; then 

headed to Melvern Lake for a Chapter campout.  Next was a drive to the 

Missouri RV Rally for the week.  Saturday, September 28, we headed 

back to Hutchinson to prepare for our RV Rally.  The trailers had been 

moved by Ward Nippert and helpers to the Fairgrounds by the time we 

arrived.  Next, was a trip home to retrieve the car which was already 

loaded with Rally materials and many door prizes then back to Hutch.  

Whew, it seemed like I could use a break, but the show must go on.  

Several people spent time on Sunday, with early parking and unloading 

things we could.  Monday was spent by your staff unloading the trailers 

and setting up for the Rally. 

The Rally was great.  We experienced most of the different types of 

Kansas weather with the exception of snow.  In spite of the weather all 

activities occurred as scheduled.  I know many of you missed the Rally 

for some reason or another.  We had space for many more of you and we 

did miss having you at this Rally.  Your support is always a plus for this 

event.  We had a rig count of 91 and 6 walk-ins.  One number we should 

be aware of is that we had 41 rigs from other states; that means we only 

had 50 rigs from Kansas.  My hope was that we should be able to have 

more than a little over 50% attendees be from our own state.  Your 

support is very important to the continuing success of this club. 

I do want to THANK those of you who attended as this was our last Rally 

as your Directors.  Also, the Rally Staff, who have worked with us these 

last four years, many THANKS.  It is not possible to have a RV Rally 

without all the help and support. 

Monday after the Rally, Karen and I turned the keys in and also talked to 

Nathan, the non-fair events coordinator, to secure the RV Rally site for 

2022 and the price they will charge us.  Then it was on to Shawnee for 

the Oklahoma Rally. Counting their walk-ins they had 110.  Of course, 

this is when the weather did change.  It was much cooler than usual and 

very windy.  I was surprised that some needed propane.  My take on this 

is to always be prepared, don’t assume you might be able to just get by. 

Now we are home, hopefully for a while, as we need to get letters off to 

all those who donated cash, door prizes and other ways that supported 



our club.  I will also need to get all the director materials sorted and 

organized to hand over to our new State Director at the end of this year. 

Bill and Sheila will take over January 1, 2020.  I know each of you will 

support their efforts to continue this great Kansas Good Sam Club.  One 

of their first tasks will be to secure volunteers to help with the Greater 

Kansas RV Show which will be held at the Century II Expo Hall in 

Wichita.  The dates to remember are January 23-26, 2020.  If you can 

help, please let him know.  Bill’s email is wtucker1@cox.net 

I will keep this short as I am somewhat late with this issue.  More to come 

in November, where did this year go??? 

 HAPPY HALLOWEN 

 

Make your Journey Count 

Dean & Karen 

 

 

mailto:wtucker1@cox.net


 

KANSAS GOOD SAM NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2019 

 Awakened this morning to a temperature of 58 degrees. Does that mean that fall is 

getting closer?  The last few weeks have been busy.  Most all the Rally forms; i.e. 

programs, scavenger hunt etc. are completed.  Bill and Sheila Tucker (new Director 

in 2020), Richard and Ann Tennant, Lloyd and Karen Wolf and Karen and I spent a 

day in Hutchinson gathering door prizes.   Jerry Ummel and Ward Nippert are also 

gathering some door prizes.  Some places we will return to and pick them up as our 

Rally gets closer.  THANKS to these people for taking their time to do this for the 

Rally.  Bill and Sheila met us at Gander RV to pick up some door prizes and some for 

the Raffler Table.  We did get some nice things. 

We are ready for JUNGLE BASH, how about you?  Have you sent in your Reservation 

Form?  We would love to hear from you before September 15.  I know how easy it is 

to put things off, but this has been on your calendar for a year.  The Rally Program is 

on the web site, check it out, also you can find the Reservation Form that you may 

print off.  Most of our Chapters have their new rosters and dues collected for 2020. If 

your Chapter has, you may submit these to Pat while at the Rally. 

Gander RV is a new camping store in Wichita.  I was amazed at all the merchandise 

they had - not a typical Camping World store.  You will get 10% off with your Good 

Sam membership card.  It is well worth the time to visit and check it out. 

Karen and I will be at the State Fair again this year managing the RV Park.  After the 

fair we will be at home for a couple of days, then head out again for a Chapter 

campout.  From the campout we will go to the Missouri State Rally for a week then 

head back to Kansas for our Rally.  After we get things sort of buttoned up from our 

Rally, then the next week is the Oklahoma Rally.  Sooo the October newsletter may 

be a little late. 

COMMITTEE MEETING – October 5, 2019, at 8:15 am.  If you are the President of 

your Chapter but unable to attend, please send me an email or a note with the 

person representing your Chapter.  Please plan on attending. 

 

MAKE YOUR JOURNEY COUNT 

 

Dean and Karen 



 

KANSAS GOOD SAM NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2019 

July has passed, the rockets’ red glare and the bombs bursting is now 

over. Our pets can rest with ease.  The faucet has turned down but the 

good ole Kansas heat is trying to dry us out.  Camping has indeed been 

a challenge this season so far.  

Our refrigerator in the MH quit working right before we were ready to 

go on our first campout this season.  A service man from Hutch comes 

north once a week.  The first time to tell us it’s not working, which we 

already knew, and it was one of two things.  A compressor and/or an 

inversion board.  He left with telling us he couldn’t fix it.  SO, I called the 

manufacturer and after a lengthy discussion they agreed to fix it.  So 

back comes the same tech who once again checks out the unit so he can 

order parts.  When we purchased the fridge, thank goodness I had 

printed out papers on it that had a guarantee on parts and labor.  I had to 

remove it from the existing location, so it is now in the middle of the 

floor awaiting the inversion board. Hopefully this will kick on the 

compressor. If it is the compressor, he cannot fix that as it requires some 

special equipment.  The joy of having an RV. When everything works it’s 

great, but it can be frustrating at times too.  

This being the first of August means the busy Fall schedules are upon us.  

JUNGLE BASH is the theme for our fall RV Rally, October 3-6.  Early 

Birds parking begins September 29.   Reservations are slowly coming in 

so if you have not sent yours, Pat will be most happy to receive it.  Come 

join in the fun, connect with others, enjoy the entertainment, have coffee 

with your new and old friends, attend the seminars, check out and 

support our vendors, and enjoy the many activities available for you to 

participate.  I hope to see all of you at the Rally. 

We will need some extra help at this Rally.  I have received word from 

several that had planned to help but will not be able to due to health, 

etc.  So, if you have an interest in participating let me know and we will 

plan accordingly. This is a Rally for all, and your participation is 



important, but volunteering is a plus for all of us.  After all isn’t that what 

we’re all about. 

As promised last month, I want to give you some more information on 

our new State Directors for 2020-21.  Bill and Shelia Tucker have been 

Good Sam members for a few years.  They are members of the 

Ninnescah Good Sams; have participated in several Area 4 Rally’s and 

oversaw several events at these Rallys.  Bill is a retired Law Enforcement 

Officer that included many different positions.  They both have been 

previously involved in Gold Wing Road Riders for many years.  He was 

the State Director for this group for four years.  Also is a member of the 

Mulvane Lions Club and Optimist Club.  Shelia is a retired Math Teacher 

plus has an income tax service.  She has also been involved in the Gold 

Wing Road Riders Club.  They reside in Mulvane with their Yellow Lab 

“Tucker”.  There is much more that I could share but you will have that 

chance at the Rally to meet and share with them. 

This month starts the final preparations for the Rally.  We will be 

collecting door prizes; ordering the donuts, sausage etc.  If you have 

some place that you know of that might like to donate a door prize, that 

would be great.  Also, your chapter could participate by donating a 

couple of door prizes and, we also would like for each chapter to donate 

cakes for the cake walk. 

I want to thank each of you for your participation within your Chapters 

and your State involvement.  There are still those out and about that 

don’t know about Good Sam and what we are all about.  Spread the 

word, even if they are not Good Sam members, they can still join us at 

the RALLY. 

MAKE YOUR JOURNEY COUNT 

Dean & Karen Stewart 

NOTICE, Karen is NOT asking for gift cards for the rally.  Someone is using her 

name on your email.  I have checked the email you are receiving is not from 

her email address.  This appears to be a scam. 



KANSAS GOOD SAM NEWSLETTER JULY 

MAKE YOUR JOURNEY COUNT.  I have signed off each of my 

communications with this since I first became your Director.  What do 

think it means??  I have the belief that we can use our gifts, talents and 

energy to stretch ourselves to do more so we can look back at the 

people you have helped; lead some to the correct road to follow, or 

even discover something new.  All these we should share with others.   

This is a hard letter for me to write.  As many of you know we have not 

been successful in nominating a new State Director.  This is particularly 

sad, because I feel that I have not done a very good job in bringing up 

persons that would accept this position.  At this time, we have no 

Director going on as a State Organization.  Everybody sits back and 

assumes that someone else will do it so I won’t do it because I may have 

too many things to do.  At this time, the only recourse we have is to shut 

down and abandon the Kansas Good Sam.  Kansas Good Sam started 

with a few great people with the first four Chapters formed in 1972.  We 

have a chance to have a 50-year anniversary in 2022, but that seems to 

be in jeopardy.  

I hope you all enjoyed the rockets red glare, bursts of showers, and 

many booms in the air this 4th of July.  I was able to watch my grand-     

children fire off many of those loud booms.  My hope is that they 

understand the history and what independence means to us all. 

Many are still feeling the effects of the rains that have created the area 

campgrounds unusable.  This may continue for awhile as they repair 

campsites damaged by these events.  Hopefully there are some places 

that were not affected to provide us with the opportunity to gather and 

have some great fun with our friends. 

The Kansas Good Sam News is in the mail and you should receive it 

soon. Another great paper, thanks to David.  We need to be selling more 

adds for the paper.  Now is the time to start - next publication is January.  

Notice in back of the paper is the Registration Form for the 2019 JUNGLE 

BASH RV Rally.   It’s not too early to send to Pat. 

Make Your Journey Count 

Dean & Karen Stewart  

 



 

 

ATTENTION:  BREAKING NEWS!!!! 

 

We are pleased and thankful we now have a NEW STATE DIRECTOR. 

Bill and Sheila Tucker from Mulvane have stepped up to provide our 

club with leadership beginning January 1, 2020.  I want to thank them for 

doing this.  They will work with Karen and I at the Rally to get a grasp of 

the process..  Please thank them and help them as with all past Directors 

we all needed the great support from each and everyone of you.  I will 

be providing you with more information later on Bill and Sheila. 

Make Your Journey Count 

Dean & Karen Stewart 

 

 



KANSAS GOOD SAM NEWSLETTER JUNE 2019 

“Keep life moving forward, looking back is only for time travelers” 

MAY, what happened to May?  Rain, tornadoes, and storms the like we 

haven’t seen for a while.  Sure has messed up many camping 

opportunities.  I was talking to a lady this morning and she indicated that 

her reservations thru July have been cancelled.  Looks to be a very 

interesting summer looking for an open and dry spot to camp.   

Don’t have much news this month so I will preview some items that are 

coming up. 

• Director nominations for 2020-2021 are due June 1, if you missed 

this date please let Pat Nippert know ASAP. 

• State Staff Meeting June 22, 2019 at 10:00 AM at the Kansas 

State Fairgrounds.  Will meet in the 4H Centennial Building (this is 

where we play cards at the Rally) 

• STATE COMMITTEE MEETING June 22 at 1:30 PM at the 

Kansas State Fairgrounds.  Will meet in the 4H Centennial 

Building (this is where we play cards at the Rally) 

• GOOD SAM NEWS articles should be submitted by Now. 

• Election procedure continues with various communications with 

election chairman. 

• KANSAS STATE RV RALLY October 3-6, 2019.  Plan now to 

attend - located in Hutchinson at the Kansas State Fairgrounds.  

Early Bird parking starts September 29 at 1:00 pm. 

There has been some misunderstanding about me as quitting as your 

Director.  This is not the case, according to our State policies a Director 

can only serve two terms (one term is two years).  I will have served 

four years as your director at the end of this year.  It has been great and 

will continue to help any way we can.  After a period of time new ideas, 

and fresh looks are always a way to move forward. 

Make Your Journey Count 

Dean & Karen Stewart 



KANSAS GOOD SAM MAY NEWSLETTER 

April showers bring May flowers.   Did anyone get a May basket with 

flowers or did it just blow away or get rained out?  The area Rallys last 

weekend were attended by several Good Sam Members plus some new 

attendees.  The weather, of course, was interesting.   On Thursday it 

started blowing a lot but all were able to arrive in Winfield before it 

really picked up.  On Friday we traveled from Winfield to Abilene early 

in the morning before the wind created any issues; then on Saturday 

morning we left early again and just made it to McPherson before the 

wind really let loose.  I hope all made it home before the wind and rain 

started on Sunday.  It was good to see everyone even though it was a 

short time at each Rally. 

By now each chapter should have received the nomination forms for 

State Director for 2020-2021.  This is a process we go through every two 

years.  It is important that we continue Kansas Good Sam with this 

process.  I know there are members that could lead this club into the 

future.  There are those who might say I am too busy, or I just don’t want 

to do it.  All previous State Directors have been in this situation before 

and stepped up for the benefit of our State Club.  I am looking forward to 

working with the newly elected State Director. 

The camping season is under way.  I hope each of you are ready to get 

out and enjoy the great outdoors with your chapter.  I know after our trip 

last month there are a few things that need some attention on the rig and 

I’m sure some of you will also find a few things after a winters nap.  As 

we often try to have everything ready to roll there is always something 

that gets our attention.  Sometimes we even forget one or two items on 

that first time but it always works out.  

NEWSPAPER----Time is growing short to send in articles for the paper. 

Please try to send David Marlowe your submissions as soon as you can.  

Also we still need to sell ads for the paper.  Each of your communities 

have opportunities available for supporting the Good Sams. If each ASD, 

Chapter Presidents, and any Staff member sent in an article that would 

be great. 

Looking ahead: 



• STAFF MEETING June 22, 10:00 AM Kansas State Fair 

Grounds, 4H Centennial Bldg. 

• STATE COMMITTEE MEETING June 22, 1:30 PM  

Kansas State Fair Grounds, 4H Centennial Bldg. 

• KANSAS RV RALLY - October 3-6  Kansas State Fair 

Grounds,  Early Birds start September 29 

Please place these dates on your calendar.  It is important that each 

Chapter is represented to provide input and vote on all business of the 

Kansas Good Sams. 

 

 

Make Your Journey Count 

Dean & Karen Stewart 



KANSAS GOOD SAM APRIL NEWSLETTER 

This finds us in Louisiana attending their last Rally.  They have decided 

to close down the state Good Sam.  Of course, this is disappointing, but 

they have struggled for several years.  We attended the Texas Rally last 

week and had reasonable weather for a Kansan but some Texas folks 

said it was cold - felt ok to me.  Here in Louisiana it has been mostly cool 

with some rain.  Actually, we fired up the furnace to knock off the 

morning chill as it got down to 42 degrees one night.  We will move on 

to Arkansas for their Rally over the weekend.  The Texas Rally parked 

158 rigs and Louisiana parked 56.  Attendance this year has again 

slipped. 

There is a BIG weekend coming up.  Area Rally’s will be held the 

weekend of April 25-28.  We encourage each of you to attend.   Join the 

fun and catch up on your friends that you haven’t seen for a while.  Area 

4 Rally (formerly District 4) is gathering at Winfield 24-28;  Area 2 Rally 

(formerly District 1,2,3.&9) is gathering in McPherson 25-28 and Area 1 

Rally (formerly District 5 &6) is gathering at Four Seasons 25-28.  This 

will be a great way to start off our camping season. 

As many of you know robo calls and spam calls have been on the rise 

lately creating a mistrust of calls coming into your phone.  My policy at 

this time is if I don’t know who is calling I do not answer.  However, if a 

message is left I will call back as soon as I can. So please call me if you 

have any concerns. 

As many of you know we will elect a new State Director this year.  The 

nomination forms will be sent to each chapter sometime in late May or 

June.  At this time, I am concerned.  I have not heard of anyone that is 

interested in becoming our new State Director.  Those who may have 

some interest in this position, if you want to talk about what the position 

involves please call me.  This is important as the future of Kansas Good 

Sam needs a Director.  

Another important date is June 22.  The State staff will meet in the 

morning and the State Committee will meet in the afternoon.  This is held 

in Hutchinson at the Fair Grounds.  More information will be 

forthcoming.  



Keep up the good work.  I have received word that some chapters have 

gained new members and this is great news.  There are those out there 

that are looking for a group to camp with.   Sometimes we just need to 

ask. 

In closing, the Rallys we are attending now, although smaller, all seem to 

be having a great time.  Our Rally is starting to shape up and I hope that 

everyone has the dates on your schedule for this fall. October 3-6 with 

early bird starting Sept 29.   

Make Your Journey Count 

Dean & Karen Stewart 

 

 

 

  



KANSAS GOOD SAM NEWSLETTER MARCH 2019 

Where we live February was indeed a very cold month. March has 

definitely come in like a lion but hope it goes out like a lamb.  I am 

soooo ready for spring this year.  It seems that as the years move ahead 

the cold puts a damper on my attitude.  Years ago I  worked outside in 

this cold daily but now I prefer not to venture out any more than 

necessary.  I haven’t checked the ole Farmers Almanac about what is 

ahead, but I can tell you that we live in Kansas and will take what is 

tossed at us. 

Not much has happened this month.  I have received information from 

some Chapters that they have added some new members.  This is good 

news.  The Good Sam News has arrived in your mail box.   This is a great 

place to gather information, dates for various Rallys, Chapter News, 

State News and much more.  I want to thank David Marlowe for his hard 

work in gathering the information and editing this publication.  If anyone 

did not receive your paper, please contact us so we can determine if we 

have all your correct information 

 I started this a few days ago but got sidetracked with more snow and 

cold.  I was out cleaning the drive while the wind chill was -11 degrees.  

Maybe it has taken a couple of days to thaw out and get myself back into 

operation.  In the end it is nice to have a clean drive. 

This will be a short newsletter so just want to highlight some important 

things ahead.  We still have not completed the audit of the state finances 

mostly because the weather has been so unpredictable that it has been 

hard to schedule.  I need at least two Chapter presidents and one other 

for this committee.  I would like someone with some bookkeeping 

experience included in this group.   Let me know if you are interested in 

helping. 

On or around March 24 we will head south to Waco to attend the Texas 

State Rally.  Then head to Louisiana and Arkansas for their Rallys.  At this 

time it looks like we have another couple going to these Rallys with us.  

It is always great to have Kansas folks with us on these trips. 



Don’t forget our Area Rallys that are coming up the end of April.  Some 

of these you will need to make your reservations for at the appropriate 

camp grounds. 

One last item, take some pictures at your Area Rally; gather some news; 

have some fun and send them to David Marlowe and we will include 

them in the next Kansas Good Sam News. 

 

Hope this finds all warm and safe. 

 

Make Your Journey Count,                                      

Dean & Karen Stewart 

 

 



KANSAS GOOD SAM NEWSLETTER FEBUARY 2019 

BUrrrrrrr!!!!!!! Polar Vortex, that is what they call this wave of cold.  Hope 

everybody is staying warm.  It is not exactly camping weather, but we 

can always look ahead as spring will be here sometime.  For me it is 

hard to get excited about camping when it is cold, snowing and icy on 

the roadways.  I talked to a friend the other day who returned after a 

month in South Texas and remarked that it was cool there as well.  So, 

stay warm wherever you are and look ahead because it is only 48 days 

till spring and 38 days till we spring our clocks ahead once again.  The 

sun is now back out so just maybe it will warm up. 

The paper is at the printer and should arrive at your mailbox soon.  If, for 

some reason, you do not receive yours within a couple of weeks, please 

let Pat Nippert or me know and we will try to figure out the problem.  It 

is a great issue with a lot of information.  Included within the paper are 

the dates of upcoming State and Area Rally’s. 

This year we are celebrating five chapter anniversary’s.  40 years- 

Roving Good Sams and Ninnescah Good Sams; 35 years- Wichita Good 

Sams; 30 years- Cedar Creek Sams; 20 years- Oregon Trail Sams.  

Congratulations to these chapters for their commitment and promoting 

the Good Sam ideals.  These chapters will be presented their certificates 

at the Fall State Rally. 

The Rally plans are in progress.  Entertainment is in place and some 

have already asked for a seminar.  As I indicated earlier, we have a 

need for some people to volunteer to help in a few areas as some staff 

have asked for some time off after doing the same job for several years.  

Please consider this opportunity to step in and help.  The old excuse is I 

don’t know what to do or I don’t have time?  We would never let anyone 

stand alone without training and help.  That is why it would be important 

to slide in this year and help those now in place. 

This year will be my last year as your Director.  I will have completed 

two terms at this year’s end and it is now time to start planning the 

election process.  You will receive information from Pat in May or first of 

June with nomination forms for each chapter.  It is a very important step 

as we move ahead into the next several years.  If you have any questions 



about the Director position, please call me and I will be more than 

willing to pass on any and all information.  

I want to thank those chapters that send their chapter minutes each 

month.  This helps a great deal because I have not been able visit your 

meetings to answer your questions and also get to know each of you.  

Don’t forget I am here to help you with any of your chapter’s needs. 

I want to thank those who helped at the RV Show in Wichita last 

weekend.  We made contact with several people and found the same ole 

thing - WHAT IS GOOD SAM???.  Of course, there were several who 

have never been members and this is a good way to start a 

conversation.  Thanks to Phillip and Carolyn Osborn, George and Sue 

Grounds, Glenn and Charlcie Koster, Susan and Harold Grimes, Ward 

and Pat Nippert, Woody and Donna Bird, Bob Jackson, Ricky and Cathy 

Beverage, Nancy and Sonny Crook, Jackie Ward, Jan Gibson, Bill and 

Dena Walker, Larry Cody and Karen Stewart.  It was a good show and 

again Thanks for the Help. 

 

Make Your Journey Count 

Dean & Karen Stewart HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR.  It’s true that some of us can still manage to stay 

awake until the midnight hour.  But in doing so it kind of messes up the 

next few days.  We both managed to make it through the event.  We 

have so much to be thankful for and so much to look forward to as this 

next year progresses.  First, I want to thank everybody for your 

commitment as a member of Kansas Good Sam.  Without this our 

Chapters and State Good Sam would not enjoy this great group.   

Can you believe it is almost time to start looking forward to spring 

camping season?  Not sure that is a correct statement.  As I write this it is 

20 degrees outside and maybe warm up to the 30’s today.  I also noticed 

that the weather in AZ had freeze warnings posted so maybe it is not so 

warm in the sunshine states.   

Looking at the calendar we have some things coming up.  One is the RV 

Show in Wichita Jan 24-27.  We can always use help so if you are 

available let us know and we can get you in the door to help.  Next we’ll 

be planning to attend the area Rally’s.  Also, this spring the South Region 

Rally’s in Texas, Louisiana, & Arkansas.  An audit committee will soon 

meet to go over the 2018 State Finances.  As always, I am still looking for 

some staff to help with our Kansas Rally.  Please give this consideration.    

I have verbally secured the entertainment for the 2019 JUNGLE BASH 

State Rally.  I feel you will all enjoy this year’s entertainment.   I will give 

you the lineup at a later date.  

The Kansas Good Sam News will be out later this month. Please read and 

check out all the Chapter’s news.  It is refreshing to know of the many 

different things your chapters are engaged in. 

We’re looking for a great year in 2019 and we hope you can join us in as 

many activities that you can. 

 

Make Your Journey Count, 

Dean & Karen Stewart 




